
Please enter the indicated Amendments and Allow the resulting 
Claims . 

1. (currently amended): A chain saw comprising a -meter -inside -a 
housing, a-eufeter-previding-ehain-saw chain comprised of links 
which include chain link mating elements and cutters, and an 
elongated support extending outward from inside said housing, 

9a id -tt et er - an 3 -eha in 

ins ide -»» id -h ees ing -s«eh -that -eperafe i en -e£ -sa id -meter -app 3: ies - 
metteft^predue!:Rg-feree--te--&aird~eha3rn-3aw--ehaarn; in the outer 
surface of said elongated support there being present a 
continuous chain channel guide into which said chain link mating 
elements are slideably inserted., such that during normal 
operation said chain link mating elements slide essentially 
freely through said continuous chain channel guide when forced to 
do so by-eperafeien-e£-eaid-meter, said elongated support being 
slit in a longitudinal direction a»-»aid-ehaift-saw-i»-viewed-in 
side-elevation, such that the upper and lower portions above and 
below the longitudinal slit can be separated from one another at 
at-least at-one location along the longitudinal extent thereof, 
said longitudinal slit enabling separation of the upper and lower 
portions of said elongated support,* thereby the causing ef-a 
"stcetehing^-ef-fehe-ehain-saw-ehainy-sueh-that- when-said 
sferetehing-is-apprepriafeey-the-ehaifi-saw-ehain-is-preperiy 
tensiened-te-faeiiitafee-metien tensioning of said ehain-saw 
chain. 

2. (withdrawn): 



3 • (withdrawn) : 



4. (withdrawn): 

5 . (withdrawn) : 

6 . (withdrawn) : 

7. (withdrawn): 

8. (presently amended): A chain saw comprising a housing and an 
elongated support extending outward from inside said housing, 
said elongated support having a longitudinally oriented slit 
therein as-said-ehain-saw-is-viewed-in-side-eievatien, said 
elongated longitudinal slit enabling the upper and lower portions 
above and below the said longitudinal slit to be separated from 
one another afc-at least at one location along the longitudinal 
extent thereof . 

9. (withdrawn): 

10. (withdrawn): 

11. (currently amended): A chain saw comprising a-mfrteer-Jrnsfcde a 
housing, a eufeter-providing-ehain-saw chain comprised of links 
which include chain link mating elements and cutters , and an 
elongated support extending outward from inside said housing, 

sa td -meter -and -eha in -saw -eha t» -be brtq *mefe i-ena* ty - fcnteer eenneefeed - 
irna irde -»a Srd -heua xng -srneh -that -operate ten -e£ -aa Jrd -meter -appi tesr 
motiron-preduetng-f©ree-fee-sai:d-ehai-ft-aaw-eha5:R; in the outer 
surface of said elongated support there being present a 
continuous chain channel guide into which said chain link mating 
elements are slideably inserted, such that during normal 
operation said chain link mating elements slide essentially 
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freely through said continuous chain channel guide when forced to 
do so by-eperafefcen-ef -aai-d-mefeer, said continuous chain channel 
guide having a lateral slit present therein which allows 
effecting an offset of said continuous chain channel guide 
thereacross £• rem -one -e fcde -e£ -aa ±€t -lateral- -at fcfe -fee -fehe -efeher- y - 
and/er -from -fehe -feep -fee -befefeem -thereof -sa id offset?- -whe» -pr-eaenfe j - 
serving to impede the slideability of chain link mating elements 
across said lateral slit; 

the improvement being that said elongated support is slit in a 
longitudinal direction as-said-eha*n-saw--is-viewed--in--s-ide 
eievafeieny such that fehe upper and lower portions above and below 
the longitudinal slit can be separated from one another, said 
longitudinal slit enabling separation of the upper and lower 
portions of said elongated support afe-at least at one location 
along the longitudinal extent thereof, thereby fehe causing ef-a 
^sferefeehing^-ef-the-eha-ifl-saw-ehaifty-stteh-fehafe- when-said 
S%retehiftg--is-appi:epr4afee7-the-eha4ft-saw-eha4n-is-preperly 
feensiened-fee-f aeilifeafee-mefeien tesioning of said eha-in-saw chain. 

12. (presently amended): A chain saw as in Claim 11, in which 
said continuous chain channel guide is eaeaed-fee-be in an offset 
positiony from one side of said lateral slit to the othery- 
uniess-a-«seif-eatises-4:fe-fee-be-ai-igfied-by-epe«afe«iefi-e*-aft-a- 
eenfein«etts-eha4fl--ehannei-gti-ide-ai-ignfflenfe--meaftS7--feheifeby- 
previding-a-ehain-saw-wh-ieh-impedes-fehe-slideabiiity-ef-ehain- 
iink-mafeiftg-elemenfes-aeress-said-lafeeifai-siife-tantii-desired-by-a- 
user. 

13. (canceled): 

14. (presently amended): A chain saw as in Claim 11, which 
further comprises a second lateral slit in said continuous chain 
channel guide which allows effecting an offset of said continuous 
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chain channel guide thereacross f r em -en e -& 4de -e f -sta ird -&&ed»^ 
4atera4-s44t-'fee-the-efeher . 



15. A chain saw as in Claim 14, in which said continuous chain 
channel guide is eaused-fee-be in an offset position across said 
second lateral slit —f gem-ene-s4de-ef-sa4d-seeend-4atega4-s44t- 
te-the-ether7-ttn4ess-a-use*-eauses--4t-te-be-a44gned-by-epei?at4eri- 
of -an-a-seeend-eefit4nttetts-eha4ft-ehafifte4-gtt4de-a44gnmefl , fc-meaftS7- 
thereby-p*ev4d4ng-a-eha4ft-saw-wh4eh-4mpedes-the-s44deab444ty-ef - 
eha4fi-44ftk-mat4ftg~e4emenfes-aeress-sa4d-4ate*a4-s44t-tmt44- 
des4red-by-a~«ser . 

16. (canceled): 

17. (canceled): 

18. (canceled): 

19. (presently amended) : A chain saw comprising a-mefee^-i-fts4de a 
housing, a eutte*-prev4d4ng-eha4fl-saw chain comprised of links 
which include chain link mating elements and cutters , and an 
elongated support extending outward from inside said housing, 
sa4d -meter -and -eha 4n -sav -ehaim -betng -£ »nefe4ena3r3ry-4ntereenneeted 
tns tde -sard -heustng -sueh -that -eperafe 4en -ef -»a4d -mefeet -appli-es 
met4en-pr-edue4ng-feree-te-sa4d-eha4n-aav-eha4n; in the outer 
surface of said elongated support there being present a 
continuous chain channel guide into which said chain link mating 
elements slideably insert, such that during normal operation said 
chain link mating elements slide essentially freely through said 
continuous chain channel guide when forced to do so by-eperafearen 
ef-sa4d-mete5f , said continuous chain channel guide having means 
present therein which allows e£ feet 4ng -an- impeded -ehafcn-eharmei 
g» tde 7 -sai-d -means -wh 4eh -aiiews -effreefci-ng-an -impeded -eha4n -ehamtel 
gutde-servtng -fee —when -operated —tmpede- impeding the 
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slideability of a chain saw chain in said continuous chain 
channel guide; 

the improvement being that said elongated support is slit in a 
longitudinal direction as~said-ehain-saw-is- viewed- viewed-in-side 
elevation, such that the upper and lower portions above and below 
the longitudinal slit can be separated from one another, said 
longitudinal slit enabling separation of the upper and lower 
portions of said elongated support at-at least at, one location 
along the longitudinal extent thereof, thereby the causing ef-a 
^stretehing^-of-the-ehain-saw-ehainy-sueh-that-when-said 
stcetehing-is-appropriate 7 -the-ehaifi-saw-ehain-is-pifepei!iy 
tensiened-te-f aeilitafee-metien tensioning of said ehain-saw 
chain. 

20. A chain saw as in Claim 19 wherein said means which allows 
effecting an impeded chain channel guide comprises at least one 
lateral slit laterally thereacross. 

21. (withdrawn): 

22. (withdrawn): 

23. (withdrawn): 

24. (withdrawn): 

25. (withdrawn): 

26. (withdrawn): 

27. (presently amended): A chain saw comprising a met&r-imairde-a 
housing, a eutfee*-previding-ehaifi-saw chain comprised of links 
which include chain link mating elements and cutters , and an 
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elongated support extending outward from inside said housing, 
said-metor-and-eha-in-saw-eha-in-be'ing-f *met*enaiiy--intereenneeted 
inside^said~hotJ3±ng-staeh-tha%~operatien-of-sa-id-roeteif--appii:es 
aofe±on-prodtteing-f oree-te-said-ehaifl-sav-ehaifl; in the outer 
surface of said elongated support there being present a 
continuous chain channel guide into which said chain link mating 
elements are slideably inserted, such that during normal 
operation said chain link mating elements slide essentially 
freely through said continuous chain channel guide when forced to 
do se-by-operation-of-said-metor, said continuous chain channel 
guide having a lateral slit present therein which can be caused 
to effect an offset of said continuous chain channel guide 
thereacross; as-viewed-in-side-eievatienj-the-tep-ef-said-iaterai 
siife-fee- the- bottom- thereof -and/er7-as-v-iewed--f rem-the-tepy-f rem 
ene-side-ef -said-iafcerai-siit- to- the-ether-side- thereof j_ 

said elongated support being slit in a longitudinal direction 
such that upper and lower portions above and below the 
longitudinal slit can be separated from one another at least at 
one location along the longitudinal extent thereof, said 
longitudinal slit enabling separation of the upper and lower 
portions of said elongated support, thereby tensioning of said 
chain . 

28. (new): A chain saw as in Claim 1 which further comprises at 
least one lateral slit in said continuous chain channel guide. 

29. (new): A method operating a chain including causing motion 
of a chain saw chain, comprising the steps of: 

a. providing a chain saw comprising a housing, a chain 
comprised of links which include chain link mating elements and 
cutters, and an elongated support extending outward from inside 
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said housing; in the outer surface of said elongated support 
there being present a continuous chain channel guide into which 
said chain link mating elements are slideably inserted, such that 
during normal operation said chain link mating elements slide 
essentially freely through said continuous chain channel guide, 
said continuous chain channel elongated support having a 
longitudinally oriented longitudinal slit therein, such that 
upper and lover portions above and below the longitudinal slit 
can be separated from one another along the longitudinal extent 
thereof, said longitudinal slit enabling separation of the upper 
and lower portions of said elongated support, thereby causing 
tensioning of the chain; 

b. causing said upper and lower portions of said elongated 
support to be appropriately separated from one another, such that 
slideability of said chain in said continuous chain channel guide 
is optimized; 

c. causing said chain saw chain to slide essentially freely 
through said continuous chain channel guide. 

30. (new): A method operating a chain including causing motion 
of a chain saw chain and the stopping thereof, comprising the 
steps of: 

a. providing a chain saw comprising a housing, a chain 
comprised of links which include chain link mating elements and 
cutters, and an elongated support extending outward from inside 
said housing; in the outer surface of said elongated support 
there being present a continuous chain channel guide into which 
said chain link mating elements slideably insert, such that 
during normal operation said chain link mating elements slide 
essentially freely through said continuous chain channel guide 
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when forced to do so; 



said chain saw further comprising, in the elongated support, a 
slit in a longitudinal direction, such that upper and lower 
portions above and belov the longitudinal slit can be separated 
from one another at least at one location along the longitudinal 
extent thereof, said longitudinal slit enabling separation of the 
upper and lower portions of said elongated support, thereby 
effecting braking of said chain; 

b. causing said chain saw chain to slide essentially freely 
through said continuous chain channel guide; 

c. adjusting the distance between the upper and lower 
portions above and below the longitudinal slit to brake the chain 
saw chain motion. 



9 



